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From the Principal 
 

espite seeing many graduating classes from Willetton Senior High School, I never cease 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƴƎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

no exception;  both their academic and social attitudes are a tribute to you, our supportive 
community and to our staff who have worked tirelessly with them over the last five years. 
Special thanks to Year Coordinator Lana WarnerGillon, who has been the guide and mentor 
of the group since they were in Year 8. 
 
On the Year 12s last day at school, we held a farewell breakfast. Over 400 students and 
staff attended and it was great to see the 12s mingling socially with their teachers. Huge 
thanks to teachers Judy Ialacci and Kristen Gibson and their Year 11 Hospitality students 
who started breakfast preparations at 5.30am. Thanks also to Jenny Gibbs (Chair of the 
School Council) for attending.  Jenny was also farewelling the last of her eight children who 
have attended Willetton Senior High School.  Congratulations to those students who have 
performed at their personal best. As a school and as parents that is all we can ask of 
anyone.   
 
The Year 11 students finish classes this week and head into two weeks of examinations. 
Under the guidance of Michael Sirko, their record of achievement this year has also been 
impressive. Unfortunately, Michael is unable to be with us next year and Anne Thornton 
has agreed to take them through their challenging year ahead. Many thanks to Michael for 
his efforts over the last four years. 
 
The WACE examinations are being held in our new gymnasium and have been progressing 
very smoothly. We are fortunate to have such an excellent venue for these examinations. 
 
As we enter the last few weeks of the year, we ask that all parents and guardians continue 
to support us in maintaining our high standards with the lower school students. We still 
have around 1000 students remaining after the senior school has completed their year! 
Relevant and worthwhile learning programs and assessments will be running in all classes 
until the end of the term. 

 
David Bonner (Principal) 

D 

Thanks to Kristen Gibson & Judy Ialacci 
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Space Camp 2009 
 
 
In September, 29 
Year 10 and 11 
students undertook 
the ultimate science 
experience, training 
to be an astronaut at 
the US Space and 
Rocket Centre in 
Huntsville Alabama. 
 
 

The students experienced equipment which 
simulated walking on the moon, three times 
gravity, and spinning in an out-of-control space 
craft in a multi-axis trainer.  They built and 
launched model rockets with an egg on board.  
One grouǇ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ bŜǿǘƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǿ ōȅ 
designing their rocket to self destruct on impact 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŜƎƎǎǊƻƴŀǳǘέ 
completely safe! 
 
A highlight of the program was hearing one of 
²ŜǊƴŜǊ ±ƻƴ .ǊŀǳƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎΣ 
Georg Von Tiesenhousen talk about the wonders 
of the universe and his experiences in helping to 
ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ as well as building 
the Lunar Roving Vehicle used on the moon in the 
Apollo program.  The culmination of all the 

training was 
participating in a six 
hour mission using 
state of the art 
Space Shuttle, 
Mission Control and 
International Space 
Station simulators. 
 
To see the students 
proudly wearing 
their flight suits and working together as a team 
to solve problems and complete their missions 
was a great privilege.  During the missions, 
students were presented with some challenging 
and hilarious scenarios where they had to deal 
with, ranging from loss of cabin pressure and 
ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿΣ ǘƻ άǎƴŀƪŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ sƘǳǘǘƭŜέ 
and the toilet overflowing! 
 
Feedback from Rocket Centre staff indicated that 
ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ 
were a credit to our schools and to Australia.  The 
enthusiastic response of all following the trip will 
certainly provide the impetus for further trips to 
Space Camp.  
 
Lance Taylor 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming  
Events  

 
Á October 29: Last day for Year 12 students 
Á November 2 ï 20: TEE/WACE exams 
Á November 16 -  :  Yr 11 exams 
Á November 26: Graduation Ceremony 
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 2009 NAPLAN Year 9 Literacy Results at a Glance 
(Percentage of students achieving below, at and above the national minimum standard) 
 

The results of the 2009 NAPLAN tests are 
extremely good.  These pie charts show that 
around 95% of our Year 9 students are at or above 
the national minimum standard. This is much 
higher than the Average Australian Schools results. 
 
  Of the 5% of students who have not made that 
standard, some are new to English and are 
showing rapid improvement in our EALD programs 
which are specially designed for students whose 
first language is not English.  Others are receiving 
support to develop these skills in our special 
literacy program which gives students an extra two 
hours of literacy training per week, and is 
producing excellent results for many students.  A 
number of students in that program have done so 
well this year that they will no longer need that 
support next year. 
 
 

   
 
 
 
All four pie charts show that 80% or more of our 
students are above the National Standard and 
many of them are in the top decile.  
 
Some of the credit must go to the excellent 
teaching of writing and reading skills in our 
English courses, and some to the very 
supportive attitudes of our parents.  These 
NAPLAN results are a clear indication of the top-
class results achieved by Willetton students. 
 
Don Munro (Head of English) 
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2009 NAPLAN Year 9 Numeracy Results at a Glance 
(Percentage of students achieving below, at and above the national minimum standard) 
 

 
 
The pie chart shown demonstrates the 
high level of preparation and application 
by our staff and students towards the 
NAPLAN testing.  92% of our Year 9 
students are above the national minimum 
standard.   
 
Well done everyone. 
 
Ian Warburton (Head of Mathematics) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻΧ 
 
Li Kho of Year 10 who is an outstanding mathematician. Li won an international 
mathematics competition this year (as well as last year)! Li is being presented 
with a medal at the Perth town Hall this Friday.  
 
He was also a prize winner in the Westpac Mathematics competition this year 
(and the preceding two years).Li says that maths is his hobby. We expect great 
things from this young man in the future. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IntǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎΧ 
 
Jackalena Ansey from Broome who is a member of our specialist 
basketball program. 
 
Jackalena joined the program at the beginning of this year and has a 
dream of representing Australia at the Olympics. She works hard to 
achieve success and we wish her well. 
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Electric Vehicle Challenge 
 

ieran Duff, Matthew Cheeseman and 
Daniel Cheeseman entered the EV 
(Electric Vehicle) Challenge at Swan 

TAFE on Saturday 24 October under the 
Willetton SHS name.  The vehicle was made 
by Kieran and his father in their shed. The 
team competed against private schools, 
TAFE and other schools.  
  There were about 30 vehicles taking part 
and they had to drive for one hour, each 
boy driving for 20 minutes. They had to do 
as many laps in this time as possible.  Many 
vehicles went out fast and drained their 
battery but our boys stayed steady for the 
whole time and came in a very credible 4th.   
  Congratulations to the boys. 
 

 
 
 
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪ 
 
¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ŜŜƪΣ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ 
display at Livingston Market place.Using posters, artefacts and 
creative pieces from Society & Environment, Willetton was proudly 
represented by an exposé on ancient cultures.  Well done to the 
students who contributed work.  It was hard to choose which pieces to 
include as there were so many detailed, visual pieces to choose from.  
The display ran from 26 October until 2 November.   
 
Hayley Bettermann 

 
 
 

K 
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State School Triathlons Wrap Up and Shake Down 
 

ongratulations to all 23 students who 
endured the 34 degree heat to  participate 
in the State School Triathlon Competition 

at Champion Lakes on Wednesday 4 November. 
  Special congratulations to Kieran Duff and James 
Morrison who individually completed the 600m 
swim, 15km bike and 4km run. Well done to all 
the teams, who no matter how great the odds, 
never gave up.  
 Over the day, all students demonstrated 
fantastic support for participants from Willetton 

and other schools. Thanks to all students for 
displaying outstanding positive attitude 
throughout the day. 
A massive thank you goes out to those parents 
who came along to cheer on the students or to 
help out. Ron Duff and Jennifer Morrison were 
two important volunteer helpers on the day. The 
students would not have been able to compete 
with out their help. 
 
Jason Dick

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 

 

Kane Kyle 

 

 

Jessica �h�[���Z�}�v�P�U�����Z�o�}�����,���•�•���o�o, Amy Walpole Cale Truran-Johnson 


